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DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL BOARD 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of the Development Control Board held on Thursday 19 
January 2023 at 7.00 pm 

 
PRESENT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALSO 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillor D E Hunnisett (Chairman) 
Councillor R S L Perfitt (Vice-Chairman) 
Councillor S H Brown 
Councillor S P Butterfill 
Councillor B Garden 
Councillor P M Harman 
Councillor R A S Jones 
Councillor D T Nicklen 
Councillor T Oliver 
Councillor M I Peters 
Councillor D J Reynolds 
Councillor Mrs R F Storey 
 
Emma Eisinger, Development Manager 
Sarah Cotton, Solicitor 
Alex Crowe, Democratic Services Officer 

 
46. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Burrell, 
Maddison, Oguntope & Sandhu. 
 

47. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest received. 
 

48. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15 
DECEMBER 2022  
 
Members considered the minutes of the meeting of the Development Control 
Board which took place on 15 December 2022. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the meeting of the Development Control Board held on 15 
December 2022 be confirmed as an accurate record. 
 

49. REFERENCES FROM OTHER COMMITTEES  
 
There were no references from other committees. 
 

50. URGENT ITEMS  
 
There were no urgent items. 
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The meeting was adjourned for five minutes to allow any members not 
present to attend due to traffic problems in the town centre area. 
 

51. 21/01884/FUL - ASDA SUPERSTORES, CROSSWAYS BOULEVARD, 
DARTFORD DA9 9BT  
 
The Board considered an application for the erection of a single-storey 
building for mixed use restaurant and hot food takeaway, incorporating a 
dedicated 'drive-thru' facility and associated reconfiguration of the existing car 
park and landscaping. The restaurant will cater for sit down diners, take away 
and delivery meals. The application site comprised part of an Asda retail store 
with an ancillary surface car park and petrol filling station. The proposed 
development uses part of the car park encompassing 40 car parking spaces 
the hand car wash and recycling centre. 
 
The application was previously reported to the Development Control Board on 
14th July 2022. At the time Members expressed concern for the potential anti-
social behaviour arising as a consequence of the development. Members also 
had concerns about the robustness of the submitted parking survey for the 
Asda car park. The application was deferred to allow time for further parking 
surveys of the existing car park to be carried out which would provide a more 
detailed insight into parking demand covering weekends (including Sundays) 
and weekdays.  
 
The original proposal brought to the Board was for the restaurant/takeaway to 
be open 24hrs a day, 7 days a week. Since the Development Control Board 
meeting on 14th July 2022, the Agent stated that his client would be prepared 
to accept a condition limiting opening hours to 9.00am through to 11.30pm. A 
new condition (no.19) was recommended to secure these proposed opening 
hours. 
 
Members also had regard to the information contained in the circulated 
update and a verbal update by the Development Manager which read out, in 
full, the objection letter from Stone Parish Council. 
 
The Chairman introduced Paul Grimston, who spoke against the 
recommendation and Laura Fitzgerald, Highways Consultant for the Agent, 
who spoke in support of the recommendation. 
 
The Board expressed concern about the reduction in car parking as a 
consequence of the development. Officers noted that the applicant had 
submitted a detailed parking survey which demonstrated that there would still 
be sufficient capacity within the car park.  Officers had carefully considered 
this issue and deemed that the loss of parking would not cause harm to 
highway safety or amenity.   
 
Members also highlighted the need for sufficient turning space near the 
recycling area and were concerned about potential clashes in delivery times 
for large goods vehicles serving the proposed use, Asda and the petrol 
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station. It was confirmed that the turning space would be sufficient for the 
recycling area. Officers considered that the businesses should schedule 
deliveries appropriately to ensure the space is suitable. However an additional 
condition could be added to secure a Service Management Plan to specifically 
address this issue.   
 
A member noted that the proposed fast food restaurant would be in close 
proximity to local schools and therefore would not contribute to the Councils 
approach to a healthy-lifestyle. Officers drew Member’s attention to paragraph 
101 to the report which noted that whilst the impact on healthy-lifestyles is a 
material planning consideration, the site is not within easy walking distance, or 
on route from primary or secondary schools. The Officer did not consider that 
this would amount to sufficient material grounds for refusal.  
 
Members also stressed that ‘Condition 9’ of the proposal should be bolstered 
to ensure that the removal of existing trees should be replaced with mature 
specimens. 
 
Members discussed the merits of the application whilst also considering how 
the additional use might impact on anti-social behaviour in the area. Members 
were reassured by the reduced opening times and the use of CCTV 
throughout the car park. It was suggested that Dartford CSU could also liaise 
with the developers to establish a good working relationship going forward. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the application be granted, subject to the conditions set out in the report 
and an amendment to condition 9 to require heavy standard trees to be 
planted and an additional condition, 15, to require the submission of a Service 
Management Plan.  
 
The wording of the amended and new condition to read as follows: 
 
09    Prior to occupation of the development hereby approved, a scheme of 
replacement tree planting which shall include the advised arrangements for 
planting including the planting pits being properly prepared, root barriers 
installed and a raised bowl created around the bough of each tree to retain 
water, details of species, maturity - which shall be no less than heavy 
standard and siting (including low level planting) shall be submitted to and 
approved by the Local Planning Authority.  The approved scheme shall be 
implemented within the planting season (October to March inclusive) following 
approval and be maintained thereafter to the satisfaction of the Local Planning 
Authority. 
 
 
09      To safeguard the visual amenities of the locality in accordance with 
Policy DP25 of the adopted Dartford Local Plan. 
 
& 
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15     Prior to the occupation of the development hereby approved, a Servicing 
Management Plan for the coordination of the arrival and parking of delivery 
vehicles for the approved takeaway/restaurant, petrol filling station and the 
Asda food store, shall be submitted to the Local Planning Authority for 
approval in writing.  The approved details shall be implemented thereafter. 
 
 
15     To ensure that instances of large delivery vehicles being parked on site 
at the same time are minimised in the interests of the free flow of traffic into 
and around the car park in accordance with Policies DP3 and DP4 of the 
adopted local Plan. 
 

52. DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWERS  
 
Members received, for information, a report on the decisions taken under 
delegated powers for the period 30 November 2022 to 4 January 2023. 
 
The Development Control Manager noted to members that the department 
had successfully hired two new Principle Planners in the recent months. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the report be noted. 
 
 
 

 
The meeting closed at 8.34 pm 

 
  

 
 

Councillor D E HUNNISETT 
CHAIRMAN 

 


